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Members of IES, 

Friends and family of IES members, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

  

Happy Lunar New Year. 新年快乐！ Welcome to the IES Spring 

Festival 2013. I hope you have had many good reunions with your 

family and loved ones over the past week. It is great seeing so many 

of you joining us today on the 10th day of the Lunar New Year for a 

reunion and celebration with your fellow engineers. 

 

As we gather together to welcome the year of the Snake, I would like 

to take this opportunity to look back on some of the milestones that 

IES has achieved in the past year. 

 

As most of you may know, at our Annual Dinner last September, 

Deputy Prime Minister (DPM) Teo Chee Hean announced the launch 

of the Aerospace Chapter and the Technopreneurship Ecosystem. 

The Aerospace Chapter has made good progress since then, with a 

subcommittee being set up to look into rolling out training courses 

and workshops. Work is also in progress to start a registry for 

aerospace engineers.  
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Last October, we held our third National Engineers Day (NED), an 

annual event comprising of more than 40 fun and enriching 

activities that showcased the ingenuity of engineers and attested to 

the exciting prospects of an engineering career, all designed to 

enthuse students to pursue engineering as a career. We had 

students from secondary schools, polytechnics and universities 

participating in the various activities. 

 

Just about a month ago, IES kicked off our inaugural Bioengineering 

Technical Committee (BETC) Symposium organised through the 

Biomedical Engineering Technical Committee. This event aimed to 

help all involved in the medical devices field keep pace with industry 

advancements, identify new and emerging technologies, as well as 

pioneer and deliver new innovations to benefit the public. Focusing 

on Engineering in Medical Devices, the event was attended by more 

than a hundred biomedical engineers, students, as well as patients 

who are interested in the latest developments in medical devices. 

 

Another milestone that was kicked off last year is the starting of 

redevelopment of a new IES annex right here at Bukit Tinggi. As you 

have all seen on your way in, construction work has commenced 

since the groundbreaking ceremony officiated by Deputy Prime 

Minister (DPM) Teo Chee Hean on 12 December 2012 and if all goes 

well, we may even have our Spring Festival in the new building next 

year.  
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You have probably also received a letter from IES about this 

redevelopment, appealing to your generosity for contributions to 

the Building Fund. To date, thanks to contributions from Er. Charles 

Rudd and Mrs Eleanor Rudd, various organisations and our members, 

we have managed to raise a total of $1.8 million in cash, $1 million 

in pro bono services and materials, and another $280,000 in 

pledged donation. However, we are still quite a long way from 

achieving our target of $5.9 million. To raise the additional $2.82 

million, we need your help.  

 

Many a times over the years, IES members have stepped up for the 

Institution and contributed in various ways for the benefit of the 

profession. We believe that this is no exception as the development 

project was undertaken to provide members and fellow engineers 

with enhanced facilities for networking and professional 

development, and we thank you in advance for your generous 

support. Please contact any of the IES staff for details on how to 

donate. 

 

Moving forward, I’d like to share a couple of the plans that are in the 

pipeline for IES. 

 

One of the things that we are going to look at, which is very close to 

my heart, is the engineering courses that we have in Singapore. We 

have been facing a lack of local talents to match the demands of the 

growing field. One of the primary reasons that we are facing this 
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crunch is that we’re not getting enough young bright minds into the 

engineering faculties.  

 

I believe that a re-engineered engineering education could change 

that. With an exciting curriculum and inspiring prospects, we can 

interest our youths and let them see that this is not just another 

occupation where you make good money in, but a vocation where 

you make practical contributions to your community and make a 

difference to people’s lives.  

 

As our workforce becomes increasingly global, it is important to 

stay in touch with our fellow engineers who are based in other 

countries so as to keep up to date with developments in the foreign 

markets. With that in mind, we are looking at opening an Overseas 

Chapter and building an international community of engineers. It 

will not only be opened to Singaporean engineers who are working 

overseas, but also to foreign engineers who are interested in the 

Singapore market and local developments.   

 

Last but not least, I am pleased to announce this evening that IES 

will be embarking on two new partnerships.  

 

Firstly, tonight, we will be signing an MOU with National Trade 

Union Congress (NTUC) to complement our existing member 

benefits which are centred on enhancing professional skills. Under 

this MOU, NTUC will offer NTUC Associate Programme (AP) 
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Membership to all qualifying IES and Registry members, adding 

value to our members with an enhanced range of benefits focusing 

on recreation. I am pleased to also inform you that RHB Bank 

Singapore has agreed to provide funding for the membership and 

would like to thank them for their support. 

 

We will also be signing an MOU with the Singapore Rope Access 

Association (SRAA) and will be working with them to provide safety 

courses for engineers working at heights. 

 

Besides these new plans and partnerships, IES is also committed to 

serve the engineering community in various ways this year. We hope 

that our activities, courses and initiatives will benefit you in more 

than one way, and we look forward to your participation and 

feedback. 

 

With that, I would like to wish everyone a very pleasant evening 

ahead. 

 

Thank you.  


